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Stock your ponds!!  

FI SH ORDER ENCLOSED!! 

967 CO HWY 33, COOPE RSTOWN, NEW YORK  13 326 

TELEPHONE: (607) 547 -8337 EXT. 4, FAX: (607) 547 -8814 

Weõre here to serve you! 

CHECK  OUT  THE  O TSEGO COUNTY  
SOIL  &  W ATER  WEBSITE ! ! !   

WWW.OTSEGOSOILANDWATER .COM  

O R 

WWW.OTSEGOSOILANDWATER .ORG 

 

Call Otsego SWCD for more a complete list of services & supplies  

 

Annual Tree and Shrub Seedling Sale  Jan.1 through  March 31     (prepaid orders)  

 

Agricultural Assessments            Jan.1-Feb 28 $20.00 per parcel  

 

Non Agricultural Drainage Recommendations  Field Visit  $50.00 per hour  

Pond Site Evaluation    Field Visit  $50.00 per hour  

Soil Percolation Test for new septic:   $150.00  & addõl charge of $50.00 per hour  

   

Soils Request (in excess of ½ hour)   $25.00 per hour                     

GIS Mapping Fees   Map Size  8 Ĭ ò by 11ó  $5.00  Map Size 11ó    by 17ó $8.00 

Hydroseeding   Call for a quote  

   

Bluebird boxes    $10.00 each                           

                                                     Wood Duck boxes  $25.00 each        

Otsego County SWCD  

Services & Supplies  
Soil & Water 

Board:  

Robert Banta , Chair  

Les Rathbun , Vice 

Chair & Grange Rep.  

Darin Hickling ,  
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Floyd Dubben , 
Legislative  Rep.  

Don Lindberg , Leg-

islative Rep .  

Doris Moennich , 
Member @ Large  

Dean Utter , Farm 

Bureau Rep. 

 

Otsego Co. SWCD & USDA Service Center  

Prohibits any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age disability, 

political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status . 

Fish Program  

By Jordan Clements, District Conservation Technician  

October 14, 2009 will mark our first annual fall fish sale. Otsego County residents might have be-

come use to the fish sale in the spring along with the tree & shrub sale, but with the move of the fish sale 

to the fall, a larger variety of fish will become available.  Along with this news letter you will find a fish 

order form and a fish description page.  Please return order form September 14, 2009  

It is New York State law to obtain a fish pond permit before fish can be purchased for stocking, so 

for those who donõt already have one you can find a copy of a farm fish pond permit on our website or 

you can pick one up at our office any time between 8 -4:30pm Monday through Friday. There is no fee for 

this license and processing time is generally two weeks. You will have to send your completed fish farm 

permit to your regional Department of Environmental Conservation office*.  

You can also find our order form and description page on our website which is 

www.otsegosoilandwater.com .  If you have any questions please contact Jordan Clements at (607) 547 -

8337 ext 4. *NYS DEC - Stanford permit address: 65561 State Highway 10, Suite 1, Stanford, NY 12167 

Phone Number: (607) 652 -3722. 
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Tree & Shrub Program 2009  

By Jordan Clements, District Conservation Technician  

This year we teamed up with the Milford 

BOCES, Natural Resource Occupation class taught by 

Mr. Steve Mason. Having over twenty thousand trees 

ordered and ready to be packaged the N.R.O class 

was invited to come Tuesday & Wednesday 

afternoon. In little over two and half hours they had 

completed all two hundred fifty orders. The class 

finished early on Wednesday and to celebrate the 

completion of tree packing the class enjoyed 

hotdogs, chips, and soda.  

 The scheduled pick -up started on Friday 

April 24, at 8:00am with eager county residents 

awaiting the opportunity to pick up their seedlings.  

Much of the surplus seedlings were gone by early 

afternoon on Friday.  In order to avoid losing surplus 

trees to dehydration, the District donated the 

remaining seedlings to non -profits and County 

municipal facilities.  The recipients of the seedlings 

were The Manor, Springfield 4 -H club and the Bronx 

River Alliance.  

I would like to thank Mr. Steve Mason, Mrs. 

Jill Eichler and the afternoon N.R.O class, FSA staff, 

NRCS staff; Mr. Tony Capraro, Mrs. Jeanine Harter, 

and the rest of the SWCD staff. I would also like to 

thank the county residences for ordering there 

seedlings through Otsego County Soil & Water 

Conservation District.  

Jordan Clements and Bob Weaver pose with the Milford 
BOCES Natural Resource Occupation class.  

L-R: T. Bookhout, J. Clements, and Otsego County resident 
Dick Keene pose for a picture during Fridayôs pick-up.   

http://www.otsegosoilandwater.com/
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FROM THE MANAGERS DESK  

By Scott Fickbohm, District Manager  

   The first two definitions of the word ôenvironmentõ found in Websterõs Dictionary are: 1) the circum-

stances, objects, or conditions by which one is surrounded and 2) the complex of physical, chemical, and biotic fac-

tors (such as climate, soil, and living things) that act upon an organism or an ecological community and ultimately 

determine its form and survival.  

An honest assessment of the District, using the first definition, and of the Countyõs landscape, using both, does not 

provide a rosy picture. With a rise in the need for soil and water conservation practices hitting taking place simulta-

neously with cutbacks in available funding, the District and our County natural resources may be in for a wild ride. 

One that may ôultimately determine its form and survivalõ as the book says. 

Both environments are ever -changing, and recently, changing fast and in  significant ways ð for good and for bad. 

However, one thing that remains constant is the Districts determination to do all we can to protect Otsego Countyõs 

soil and water resources, make progress where we can and confront the new and difficult challenges we face to car-

rying out our mission, while making sure we are open to new ôopportunitiesõ. Summarized below are just a few of 

each of these opportunities and ôchallengesõ (as we like to call them) that help define our working environment and 

are likely to have an impact on our physical one too.  

OPPORTUNITIES    Wetland Program  - The District (SWCD) is announcing the kick -off of its first locally led Wetland 

Program . This program will be an extension of an existing and highly successful Wetland Program implemented by 
the Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC). The USC is a coalition of SWCDõs that are in the NY portion of the Chesa-

peake Bay Watershed and functions as a means to plan, fund and implement conservation programs across the basin. 

The program will support wetland projects of all sizes from large complexes to small, ephemeral vernal pool pro-

jects. The District is asking for any Otsego County landowner who is interested in a wetland restoration or vernal 

pool project to call the District office at (607) 547 -8337 ext 4. Sign-up will be available through our  website 

(www.otsegosoilandwater.com ) as soon as possible. 

Grassland Protection - Some residents in the Towns of Richfield, Springfield, Middlefield and Cherry Valley are go-

ing to be eligible for the DECõs Landowner Incentive Program for Grassland Protection and Management . 
Through this program, the DEC will reimburse landowners at a set rate for grassland management. Pre -applications 

are due by Aug 1 st. For more information, contact the District or visit the DEC website http://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/

grants.html .  

Private Ponds  ð Ponds are wonderful additions to our landscape. Placement and permitting are important things to 

take into consideration. If youõre constructing a pond on your property and would like technical assistance  with 
these issues, the District can provide this service for a fee of $50/hr.  

Canadarago Lake  ð Funding goals for the Hydrology and Hydraulic Study  and the State of the Lake Study  have 

been met and work is underway. The goal of this effort is to address the chronic flooding that occurs around Canada-

rago Lake and its impact on water quality. Updates on the current status of each study will be coming out later this 

summer.  

Contractor and Excavator Training  ð The District is working on a partnership with DEC and the Tioga County SWCD 

to offer a 4hr training for contractors and excavators on sediment and erosion control measures for construction sites. 

The tentative date for the training is mid December 09. The training will help the private sector meet new require-

ments by DEC that stipulate that  certain construction on -site inspectors and contractors, specifically, individuals 

working under direct supervision of a licensed Professional Engineer or licensed Landscape Architect of NYS, can 

take to satisfy the Construction General Permit (GP -0-08-001) training requirements    

CHALLENGES     Natural Gas  ð The idea of widespread natural gas exploration and exploitation in Otsego County 

has raised many serious concerns regarding the negative impact on water quality in our creeks, streams, rivers, 

lakes and aquifers. The range of impacts is as wide as the range complexity in addressing them. Further confusing 

the issue is having to read the ôtea leavesõ when trying to foresee how (and to a lesser extent, if) exploration and 

eventual exploitation will take place.  While the District has no legal jurisdiction in this area (or regulatory power in 

general) and no new funds relating to natural gas, we are dedicated to doing what we can to carry out our mission to 

protect our Countyõs outstanding water resources. For example: we will continue you to work towards the protection 

under federal law, as well as try to develop watershed based emergency spill plans as well as feasible water sam-

pling and erosion control programs focused on gas related impacts.                   Continue on page 3, Mangerõs Desk 
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USDA SERVICE CENTER  

Adopt -a-Highway Day  

Friday, May 8, 2009  

L-R J. Harris, J. Clements, J. Harter, B. Weaver, 

L. Knapp, S. Fickbohm, B. Hurlbutt, T. Capraro, 

and 

 kneeling; T. Bookhout  

 

Land Link Program  

 

The purpose for this program is to 

help connect farmers with landown-

ers of under utilized ag land.  It will 

help develop leases, assist in farm 

planning, improve communication, 

and assist both sides in facilitating 

an equitable partnership to put 

more farmland back into production.   

Through a comprehensive database, contacts will be 

made on behalf of both parties. Program staff will 

help make introductions and determine if the fit is 

òrightó and then complete necessary paperwork to 

protect and benefit both parties.  

For additional information contact Chris Harmon, 

Executive Director of Center for Ag Development & 

Entrepreneurship (CADE) at 607 -433-2545. 

 Second Place  

Milford Central Team A  

Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon Winners  

Third Place  

Cooperstown  School 

Team Architeuthis 

Elizabeth Stein Soils Award Winner  

Cooperstown School Team Architeuthis  

2009 Hydroseeding in Progress  

Aaron Buchta is Otsego SWCDõs Ameri-Corp summer intern.  Aaron will be working with Jordan Clements 

on hydroseeding projects through -out the county.  If  see these two young men out there spreading a 

seed mixture along the highways be sure to give them a wave.  Please contact Jordan at (607) 547 -8337 

ext. 4, if you are interested in having your lawn hydro seeded.  

Photo on left done in Town of Laurens. Project on right 

was done at Bartlett Road Springfield Center. 

Aaron hydroseeding & clean-up at days end. 

http://www.otsegosoilandwater.com/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/grants.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/grants.html

